
See how many different materials are used for 
the monuments
There are more than fourteen types of rock. 
Look out for polished white marble (4), pink 

Scottish granite (5) and the only slate 
ledgerstone in the churchyard (6). 
At (7) you can see fossilised shells 
in a broken limestone column. There 
are also four cast iron crosses (8), 
wooden pented crosses (9) and 
some fi red terracotta ‘Grimsley 
Patent’ stones made in Oxford (10). 

IDEAS FOR SPRING VISITS

Watch the horse chestnut trees along Leopold 
Street burst into growth
As Spring approaches the hours of daylight 
increase. This is the time when new leaves begin 
to grow. You can see this happening in different 
stages. Also look for the red horse chestnut tree 
to the south of the church. (3)

Budburst The bud is starting to 
open

First leaf You can just recognise 
the leaf’s shape

First fl ower You can just see inside 
the fi rst fl owers 
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A Guide for 
Spring Visits

PRACTICAL TIPS

• Keep to paths if possible.

• Beware hidden stumps, holes and 
kerbstones

• Don’t play or climb on tombstones

• Beware dangerous rubbish such as 
broken glass and syringe needles.
Report any needle fi nd to the City 
Council: 252 900

• Beware of dog mess

• Do not eat anything, including berries, 
found in the churchyard

• Do not pick fl owers: let others enjoy 
them

Contact the Vicarage for further 
information: 
cowleysj@btinternet.com ; 
01865 242396

Design and illustrations Julie Norris
Drawing of churchyard  Margaret Cullen

CowslipCowslipCowslip

Solomon’s seal
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Spring

A few species of butterfl y can be 
seen early in the year because 
they over winter as adults.
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Small Tortoiseshell Small Tortoiseshell 
lay their eggs on lay their eggs on 
nettles and then die.nettles and then die.

White-tailed bumblebee White-tailed bumblebee White-tailed bumblebee 
(bombus lucorum) (bombus lucorum) 

queens are among the queens are among the 
fi rst of the species fi rst of the species 

to emerge following to emerge following 
hibernation. Only the hibernation. Only the 

young fertilised queen survives the winter young fertilised queen survives the winter 
which is spent in a protected place such 
as a hole or under moss. She will now 
start up her own colony.

Baby birds can be seen being 
fed insects foraged from 
the leaf litter piles in the 
churchyard. You may see — churchyard. You may see — churchyard. You may see — churchyard. You may see — 

Chaffi nchChaffi nch Blue tit

A few of the birds you see will have A few of the birds you see will have 
migrated to this country in late 
spring mostly from Africa where spring mostly from Africa where 
they have spent the winter.they have spent the winter.

House martinHouse martin

Spotted Spotted 
fl ycatcherfl ycatcher

Can you hear the swifts screeching as they 
swoop above the streets of east Oxford? 
Except when on the nest, they spend their 
whole lives, even sleeping, on the wing. 

In the Garden of Remembrance and 
Thanksgiving (1) there are many specially 
planted wild fl owers that are in bloom at 
this time of year. Look out for cowslips, 
sweet violets, Solomon’s seal and the 
wild tulip.wild tulip.

Can you see young ferns starting Can you see young ferns starting 
to grow? The curled top is called a 
crosier which is the same name as 
the staff carried by a bishop.

There is an apple tree to the There is an apple tree to the 
west of the church which will 
be in blossom at this time of 
year. (2) It is probably ‘King of 
the Pippins’.the Pippins’.

Sweet violetsSweet violets

Wild tulipWild tulip


