The Parish of

Cowley St John
Habitat piles
are built from
wood debris and
logs: those in
shaded areas
encourage fungi,
invertebrates and toads; those
in sunny areas invite lizards,
butterflies, dragonflies and
solitary bees. The 15ft stump
of an old Oak, home for many
insects, helps attract the
Woodpeckers.

SS MARY & JOHN CHURCHYARD
JUBILEE WILDLIFE SPACE

Butterflies such
as the Speckled
Wood and Holly
Blue can be
seen. We have
discovered the
ground nests of Bumble Bees,
who like the tussocky grass and
leaf litter.

2 The Garden of
Remembrance and
Thanksgiving. In Spring
2004, this area for quiet
reflection was planted
with 800 wild flowers:
Violets, Bugle, Solomon’s-seal, Pulmonaria,
Woodruff, Hellebore, Gladwyn Iris, Softshield fern and Hart’s-Tongue fern. There
are Bluebells, Daffodils, Primroses, Winter
Aconites and Wood Anemones under the
trees. Ashes are buried here and the name
of the deceased entered in the Book of
Remembrance in the Church.

In looking after the churchyard
we aim to provide

a haven for wildlife
a peaceful place where nature can be enjoyed
a sacred space respecting those buried here

Shotover Wildlife
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1 Boggy area.
Several mosses
have been found
here. We’ve
planted Kingcups
and Garlic
Ransoms. Can
you smell the garlic? The area
sometimes becomes a pond after
prolonged rain, enjoyed by a pair
of ducks.
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2
YOU ARE
HERE

There are competing needs.

1
KEY

Invasive plants such as brambles, ivy and
nettles, provide excellent habitats for wildlife,
but need controlling to make room for a
greater variety of wildflowers and grasses.

wildflower meadow
tufted grass

Hedges of native species have been planted
round the boundary to replace the habitats
that have been lost by pruning trees and
shrubs for safety and visibility.

scrub
Corsican pine

Meadows are only cut when the flowering
season has finished. Fallen wood is left to rot,
nurturing invertebrates, lichens and fungi.

Horse Chestnut
Lime
Wellingtonia

Volunteers. The churchyard
was closed for burials in
2000 and responsibility
for basic maintenance
taken over by Oxford
City Council. The restoration and wildlife
management is being done by volunteers.
We have cleared rubble and litter, pruned,
weeded, planted and sown. We have watered
in dry weather and got stuck in the heavy clay
when wet. We enjoy it all. New volunteers are
always welcome. Please contact: 01865 242396

Ss Mary & John Church
A display board in the porch records
thanks to our principal
churchyard funders

Yew
hedge
wall
seat
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heritage information

2

wildlife information

Birds include
Wrens, Robins,
Tits, Finches,
Goldcrests,
Nuthatch,
Wood Pigeons,
Blackbirds, House Martins,
Jays, Green and Greater Spotted
Woodpeckers. In May, a pair of
Spotted Flycatchers, having spent
the winter in central Africa, may
be seen perching on gravestones,
ready to dart out and snatch up
flies. As additional nesting sites,
we have built bird and bat boxes.
Can you see evidence of them
being used?

Fungus of many
varieties grow
on rotting wood
and vegetation.
Lichens colonise
surfaces unsuitable
for flowering plants. An orange
species, Xanthoria Parietina, can be
seen growing on top of gravestones
enriched by bird droppings.

Trees. The Victorians
planted trees to
give the cemetery
a natural setting.
Note two tall
Wellingtonias,
pollarded Lime avenues, five Corsican
Pines, Horse Chestnuts on the
boundary, Irish Yews marking the
paths, and many (often self-seeded)
Holly, Hawthorn, Sycamore and Ash.

Wild flowers.
Gradually, volunteers
are clearing areas of
invasive plants and
sowing grass and
wild flower seed,
such as Field Scabious, Ox-eye Daisy,
Knapweed, Betony, Meadow Vetchling,
and Meadow Cranesbill. We have
planted Snowdrops, Bluebells and Wild
Daffodils in the entrance areas.

